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Is there space for alternative migrant and 
ethnic economies in a regenerated London? 

•Latin Elephant – integration and 
recognition of Latin Americans in 
regeneration initiatives in London

•Migrant and ethnic enterprises 
contribution to London’s diverse economies 
and spaces
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Urban regeneration & ethnic 
communities in London

Hackney, Newham and Tower Hamlets remain 

the London boroughs with the highest levels of 

deprivation, ranking 1st, 2nd and 3rd nationally 

on two of the six published summary measures 

at local authority level. 

19 local authorities ranked within the top 50 
on at least one of the measures of deprivation
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Tower Hamlets
• A starting point for many migrant generations 

• 81,000 or 32% are Bangladeshi. 

• White British is 31%

• Highly unequal borough: Canary Wharf –
highest paid people. 

• Third most deprived borough in the country

Haringey

• Ethnic diversity - just over half the 
population. 

• White British – just over a third

• 23% White-Other

• The most unequal borough in 

London

• Eleventh most deprived borough in 
the country

Southwark
• Ethnically diverse, with a high proportion of Black Africans and where a high 

proportion of Latin Americans

• White British population make up around 40% 

• Highly unequal 

• The 25th most deprived borough in the country
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Urban Regeneration & Ethnic Economies 

•Urban regeneration in London under the London 
Plan includes deprived inner city areas where 
migrant populations are high.

Regeneration initiatives are taking place in deprived 

boroughs where diverse ethnic populations have 

settled 
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•What does urban regeneration mean for London’s 
diversity if small migrant and ethnic economies are 
ignored, left out or simply squeezed out of 
regeneration opportunities.

•What place do ethnic and migrant economies have 
in regeneration processes and is there space for 
these in a regenerated London? 
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EMB’s & London’s Economy

• EMBs contribute between £25 and £35 billion to the UK 
economy annually 

• EMBs represent ‘between 6.7% and 9.3% of the total 
number of SMEs in the UK’ the greater proportion of 
which are in London

• EMBs employ 1.16 million people in the UK

• One in seven businesses in the UK are opened by 
migrant entrepreneurs

• In London most business start-ups are from ethnic 
minorities

Source: Regeneris, 2010 & CfE 2013
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EMB’s & London’s Economy

• EMBs an important feature of multicultural 
urban life - contribution to the UK economy and 
to community cohesion

• The economic downturn put pressure on retail 
spaces in local high streets and town centres 

• Regeneration initiatives are putting more 
pressure on SMEs and particularly so for 
migrant and ethnic economies 
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Latin Elephant

A- Elephant Road

B- Shopping Centre

C- Eagles Yard

D- Drapers House 

For a total of about 61 shops
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Latin Elephant 

• Is regeneration a threat to settled migrant 
communities and their support systems, including 
long established ethnic enterprises? 

• What mechanisms are in place to listen and 
incorporate long established ethnic and migrant 
business communities in consultations for urban 
regeneration in London? 

• What is the impact of current urban regeneration 
initiatives in London for EMBs? 
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Agenda 

• Research that accounts for alternative ways of 
valuing the contribution of EMBs is needed. 

• How to include and encourage the participation 
of EMBs in consultation processes

• Identify constraints and barriers to inclusion. 

• Identify needs to support sustainability of EMBs 
throughout and after regeneration
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